
  REMEMBERING RODIN

August 2019 – February 2020

29 June – 22 September 2019  
French sculptor Auguste Rodin is one of the world’s most 
well-known artists, and his work had a profound influence 
on the development of modern art. Born in 1840, he went 
on to produce some of the world’s best known and most 
celebrated sculptures including The Age of Bronze (1876),  
The Thinker (1880) and The Kiss (1882).

By 1900, anyone who was anyone would include a visit to 
Rodin’s studio on their itinerary in Paris. He was the sculptor 
of superstars – from modern dancer Isadora Duncan to 
President Georges Clemenceau, to playwright and social  
critic George Bernard Shaw. The world-renowned artist  
died in 1917.

Rodin’s sculptures are normally found in the large 
metropolitan museums of Europe and the United States  
but on this occasion an important work has found its  
way to Gore. Developed and toured by the Museum of  
New Zealand Te Papa Tongarewa, Remembering Rodin 
showcases New Zealand’s most significant Rodin sculpture, 
Eve (1882), a work that has been appreciated by fellow  
artists, experts, scholars and connoisseurs for many years.

Also included in the exhibition is a lithographic portrait  
of Rodin (1914) by his famous near contemporary  
Pierre-Auguste Renoir, along with an extremely handsome 
and rare leather bound edition of Gustave Coquiot’s,  
Rodin (Paris, 1915) with 57 hand-tipped photographs. 

Auguste Rodin, Eve, bronze, 1882,  
Collection of Museum of New Zealand  
Te Papa Tongarewa   



continued...

29 June – 27 September 
The Eastern Southland Gallery has combined with Invercargill 
Public Art Gallery to present the collaborative exhibition 
Southland Treasures from the Age of Rodin. Organized 
to complement Remembering Rodin, the show presents 
paintings and prints from the collections of both Galleries, 
all within the timeframe of Rodin’s professional career (1860 
to 1917). The exhibition includes mostly European works 
with a strong focus on the emergence of Impressionism and 
early Modernism in Europe and New Zealand. Several of  
the paintings have been selected from two institutional 
gifts, the Kathleen Kirby Collection to Invercargill Public 
Art Gallery and the Zona Crombie Bequest to the Eastern 
Southland Gallery. 

Arthur Hacker, Olivia, 1907, oil on canvas,  
Invercargill Public Art Gallery Collection           

  Southland Treasures from the Age of Rodin 

  Muka Youth Print Exhibition

28 September – 1 December
This exhibition is a partnership between the Eastern Southland 
Gallery and The Physics Room in Ōtautahi Christchurch. 
Featuring Nathan Pohio, Daegan Wells, Zina Swanson,  
Liv Worsnop and other artists who contributed to 
Christchurch’s post-quake environment, Timely Additions 
examines the contemporary role of public art and its 
impact on place and place-making. This exhibition features 
documentation of public art projects that have occurred in 
post-quake Christchurch, which, when observed together 
might define a neo-regionalism, or at least suggest a visual 
vocabulary of site following a dramatic change in landscape. 
Collection items from the Eastern Southland Gallery that 
depict the pre-quake environment of Waitaha Canterbury 
and Christchurch will be exhibited alongside the work of 
contemporary artists, many of whom are based and make 
work in Christchurch.

Daegan Wells, Wetlands, an urban  
intervention/installation, 2014. 

  Timely Additions

Saturday 28 September 10am – 6pm
On Saturday 28 September the annual Muka Youth Print 
Exhibition returns to the Gallery for ONE DAY ONLY. 
This children-only event gives young people (aged 5-18) 
an opportunity to purchase original contemporary art, by 
well-known artists, in an environment where adults are 
not permitted. The works reflect the normal concerns of the 
artists; there is no patronising or ‘talking down’ to children.   
All the Youth Prints are for sale for $75 (unframed). Artist’s 
signatures are covered up to encourage children to choose work 
based on their individual taste and appreciation of the work 
rather than the artist’s reputation. Entry to the exhibition is free, 
any young person is welcome and there is no pressure to buy.  

Bella Davis  
with her Youth Prints  
2018
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  NIGEL BROWN: Southern Interactions

  RITA ANGUS TO DICK FRIZZELL

7 December 2019 – 1 March 2020
The Kelliher Art Collection includes 100 paintings, the 
majority of which are New Zealand landscapes that won 
prizes or awards in the Kelliher Art Competition, held 
most years between 1956 and 1977. The purpose of the 
competition was to support the painting of ‘realistic and 
traditional’ landscapes of New Zealand and to encourage 
artists to record a New Zealand identity that fitted with 
Sir Henry Kelliher’s idea of the kind of country and 
people that made New Zealand. Since 2000 the Trustees 
have added to this ‘historical’ collection by purchasing more recent landscape paintings by major New Zealand artists, consistent 
with the Kelliher ethos, to make the collection more comprehensive and extend it into the 21st century.

This presentation from the Kelliher Art Trust Collection, only the second time that an exhibition of Kelliher paintings has 
been shown in the South Island, represents both strands of the collection. A selection of classic Kelliher landscapes features 
paintings by Peter McIntyre and Austen Deans, while recent acquisitions include some of the best-known artists of the era such as  
Toss Woollaston, Michael Smither, Dick Frizzell and Stanley Palmer.                

Michael Smither, St Bathans Diggings: Day and Night, 1998, oil on board, Kelliher Art Trust Collection 

  MICHAEL SMITHER: Drawn
7 December 2019 – 1 March 2020
In January this year the Gallery was fortunate to be gifted a significant body of work 
from the collection of Jim Barr and Mary Barr in Wellington. Included within the 
gift of 65 works are a large number of drawings by Michael Smither featuring interior 
and still-life studies, drawings of the couple’s son, a self-portrait, rock pool drawing, 
and a study for Stations of the Cross. Drawn features a selection of these drawings. 
Born in New Plymouth in 1939, Michael Smither studied at the Elam School of Art, 
Auckland and is renowned as a painter, printmaker, sculptor and musician. During 
his long and prolific career Michael Smither has found continuing inspiration 
in his immediate environment. This has resulted in a large body of work that is 
synonymous with the New Zealand landscape and culture. He paints coastal and 
mountain landscapes, family and children, domestic objects and religious symbols. 
Michael Smither lives and works north of Whitianga on the Coromandel Peninsula.                           

Michael Smither, Untitled, 1966, pen and ink 

2 October – 1 December
This exhibition showcases a selection of the works donated to the Gallery over the years by Nigel Brown and his partner  
Sue McLaughlin. Born in 1949, Nigel Brown is widely acknowledged as one of our most important figurative artists and  

most significant narrative painters. For more than  
forty years, Brown has used his art to address social, 
political, and environmental issues. His distinctive  
visual language uses recurring motifs, stylistic features 
and symbolic characters which reveal important 
aspects of New Zealanders and their identity.  
The works in this exhibition cover the time period 
1983 – 2013 and include many paintings from when 
the couple lived at Cosy Nook on the southern coast. 
Now based in Dunedin, this exhibition encapsulates 
the couple’s parting gift to Southland.

Nigel Brown, Millennium, 1999, oil on board



  RECENT ACQUISITIONS

From its inception in 1984, the Eastern Southland Gallery had 
cause to be grateful for the support of Bosshard Galleries in 
Dunedin. We are therefore delighted that long-time Gallery 
supporter Patricia Bosshard Browne has generously donated 
nine beautiful Jeffrey Harris works and a Gary Blackman 
photograph of Rodney Kennedy to the collection. Most of 
the gifted works featured in the Jeffrey Harris: Works from 
the Bosshard Browne Collection exhibition in 2015 so we are 
delighted to add them to the collection. We currently have  
two of these works Beyond the Rainbow from 1970 and  
The Seventh Dream, 1977 on display adjacent to the Ralph 
Hotere Gallery. We are grateful also to Glennis Woods of  
Kaka Point for gifting a selection of original poems and  
drawings by mutual friend and long-time Gallery supporter  
Hone Tuwhare. Other new acquisitions have come via two 
Invercargill donors. The painting All Gone South (2016) has 
been donated by Dave Duston and Mick Hesselin has gifted 
a sculpture by Chrystabel Aitken. We are very pleased to add 
this work to the collection as it complements others from the 
Chrystabel Aitken Bequest.

14 Hokonui Drive, Gore 9710, New Zealand  
Phone: 03 208 9907     
Email: jgeddes@goredc.govt.nz
www.esgallery.co.nz

Admission to exhibitions is free.  
Gallery Hours: Monday to Friday 10am - 4.30pm, Weekends and Public Holidays 1 - 4pm.

Closed Good Friday, Christmas Day, Boxing Day and New Years Day. easternsouthlandgallery

  ART CENTRE UPDATE

We are thrilled to report that we exceeded our $20,000 
fundraising target for our Boosted crowd-funding platform 
for the East Gore Art Centre. Our sincere thanks to everyone 
who contributed to our campaign. We have been heartened, 
amazed and humbled by everyone’s generosity and are looking 
forward to getting the studios finished. We were lucky to have 
some Australian contributions, along with several messages of 
goodwill. We would like to acknowledge this lovely note from 
artist Liz O’Reilly, who we hosted in Gore a number of years 
back - thanks to a residency project funded by the Hazelhurst 
Regional Gallery in Sydney, and organised by the then director 
and inspired trans-Tasman cultural exchange champion,  
Michael Rolfe. “I was so very lucky as a fledgling artist to be 
selected for the first Eastern Southland Gallery residency in 2005. 
The old church was still home to a few rows of pews and the odd 
hymn book when I was there – its grandeur now a delight to see. 
A great place with generous people of intellect and spirit, the 
experience hid a kind of poetry in my soul I was to uncover later.  
Good luck x Liz”

Above: Jeffrey Harris,  
Beyond the Rainbow, 1970, 
pastel and acrylic on paper

Left: 
Chrystabel Aitken,  
Untitled, ceramic


